
Owston Park Primary Academy Spelling Overview Year 3 
(words in red are from the Y3/4 statutory words list) 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Week 
1 

Words beginning /uh/ 
spelled ‘a’ 
above 
across 
address 
afraid 
another 
appear 
around 
away 

Words beginning /ur/ 
spelled ‘ear’ 
early 
earn 
earth 
heard 
learn 
pearl 
rehearse 
search 

Words beginning /r/ 
spelled ’wr’ 
wrapper 
wren 
wrestle 
wretched 
wriggle 
wrinkle 
wrist 
write 
wrong 
wrote 

Words beginning ‘re’ 
recent 
reduce 
release 
remain 
remember 
reply 
request 
return 
describe 
different 

Words ending /uh/ 
spelled ‘or’ 
actor 
author 
doctor 
emperor 
inventor 
sailor 
tractor 
visitor 
caught 
centre 

Words ending ‘ure’ 
brochure 
failure 
figure 
injure 
lure 
sure 
azure 
cure 
obscure 
secure 

Week 
2 

Words with /uh/ 
(schwa) 
colour 
correct 
forward 
mountain 
measure 
person 
reason  
today 

Words ending /s/+/ee/ 
spelled ‘cy,’ ‘sy’, ‘ssy’ 
bouncy 
juicy 
secrecy 
spicy 
fantasy 
jealousy 
bossy 
fussy 
glossy 
mossy 

Words beginning /n/ 
spelled ‘gn’ and ‘kn’ 
gnarled 
gnaw 
gnome 
knee 
knew 
knickers 
knock 
knowledge 
knuckle 
know 

Words beginning ‘dis’ 
disagree 
disappear 
disappoint 
disbelief 
discover 
disease 
dislike 
dismay 
disrupt 
distress 

Past tense verbs ending 
‘t’ 
bent 
built 
crept 
dreamt 
knelt 
leapt 
slept 
spent 
wept 
went 

Words ending ‘ssure’ 
and ‘sure’ 
fissure 
pressure 
leisure 
measure 
pleasure 
treasure 
certain 
complete 
continue 
decide 

Week 
3 

Words ending ‘e’: split 
and not split 
arrive 
complete 
explode 
knife 
these 
loose 
more 
move 
promise 
welcome 

Words ending /z/+/ee/ 
spelled ‘sy’, ‘zy’, ‘zzy’ 
busy 
clumsy 
drowsy 
noisy 
queasy 
breezy 
hazy 
lazy 
dizzy 
fizzy 

Words ending /oo/ and 
/yoo/ spelled ‘ue’ 
blue 
glue 
tissue 
avenue 
barbecue 
argue 
continue 
rescue 
breathe 
build 

Words beginning ‘mis’ 
misbehave 
mischief 
mishap 
misfire 
mishear 
mislay 
misplace 
misread 
mistake 
misuse 

Words ending ‘tion’ 
affection 
definition 
direction 
infection 
introduction 
invention 
mention 
pollution 
position 
question 

Words ending ‘ture’ 
adventure 
capture 
creature 
fracture 
furniture 
picture 
puncture 
temperature 
texture 
vulture 



 

Week 
4 
 

Words beginning ‘w’ 
spelled ‘wh’ 
what 
wheel 
when 
where 
while 
whine 
whimper 
whisper 
white 
why 

Words containing /k/ 
spelled ‘ch’ 
ache 
anchor 
arachnid 
character 
chemist 
monarch 
school 
stomach 
accident 
popular 

Words ending /ul/ 
spelled ‘le’ 
circle 
example 
horrible 
multiple 
muscle 
possible 
rectangle 
triangle 
vegetable 
vehicle 

Words beginning ‘over’ 
and ‘super’ 
overalls 
overhead 
overlap 
overlook 
overtake 
overturn 
superhero 
superhuman 
supermarket 
superstar 

Adverbs ending ‘ily’ 
angrily 
clumsily 
greedily 
happily 
hungrily 
lazily 
noisily 
shakily 
sleepily 
wearily 

Words ending ‘ary’, 
‘ery’, ‘ory’, ‘ury’ 
dictionary 
February 
ordinary 
battery 
misery 
mystery 
history 
memory 
century 
 

Week 
5 

Words with /e/ spelled 
‘ea’ 
bread 
breath 
healthy 
heavy 
instead 
pleasant 
ready 
weather 
 

Words ending /m/ 
spelled ‘mb’, ‘mn’ 
climb 
crumb 
limb 
numb 
thumb 
tomb 
autumn 
column 
hymn 
solemn 

Words ending /ul/ 
spelled ‘al’ 
actual 
capital 
cathedral 
festival 
material 
medical 
mythical 
natural 
several 
special 

Words ending /uh/ 
spelled ‘ar’ 
calendar 
caterpillar 
burglar 
cellar 
grammar 
particular 
regular 
sugar 
vinegar 
 

Words ending ‘ist’ 
artist 
chemist 
cyclist 
dentist 
finalist 
florist 
guitarist 
motorist 
scientist 
vocalist 

Words ending ‘ment’ 
basement 
enjoyment 
equipment 
experiment 
instrument 
pavement 
punishment 
comment 
segment 
torment 

Week 
6 

Words beginning /u/ 
spelled ‘ou’ 
double 
country 
courage 
enough 
touch 
tough 
trouble 
young 
 
 

Words with /ar/ and 
/or/ spelled ‘al’ 
calf 
embalm 
half 
palm 
chalk 
stalk 
talk 
walk 
believe 
bicycle 

Words ending /ul/ 
spelled ‘el’, ‘il’ and ‘ol’ 
cancel 
quarrel 
shovel 
squirrel 
council 
stencil 
tranquil 
carol 
petrol 
symbol 

Words ending /uh/ 
spelled ‘er’ 
answer 
computer 
consider 
quarter 
remember 
shoulder 
soldier 
teacher 
water 
weather 

Words ending /i/+/j/ 
spelled ‘age’ 
bandage 
cabbage 
cottage 
damage 
garage 
message 
package 
sausage 
village 
voyage 

Words ending ‘ous’ 
adventurous 
dangerous 
enormous 
famous 
jealous 
mischievous 
perilous 
poisonous 
ravenous 
ridiculous 
 

 


