Early Years Foundation Stage Welcome Brochure
Nursery

Welcome to Owston Park Primary Academy. We are a
welcoming school where your child will be inspired, motivated to
learn, develop and achieve within a caring community.
We hope this booklet helps you to understand how our
Foundation Stage unit works and answers any questions you
might have.
In the Early Years at Owston Park Primary Academy, children’s
interests are at the heart of everything we do. We plan
opportunities that inspire children, sparking their interests and
curiosity. We learn both indoors and outdoors as we believe that
outdoor learning is a fundamental part of their development.

‘At the end of each day your feet should be dirty, your hair
messy and your eyes sparkling!’
Miss Fletcher - Early Years
Foundation Stage Leader
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The Foundation Stage Team
The Nursery Team
Nursery Teacher / Early Years Foundation Stage Leader
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Nursery Nurse:
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Session times
AM Nursery 8.15am—11.15pm
PM Nursery 12.15pm—3.15pm

For the first two weeks we invite you into the cloakroom to aid your
child’s transition, help them locate their peg and say goodbye.
After this time we ask you to say goodbye to your child in the nursery
garden and encourage them to come into school independently. This
really helps the children to become independent in their tasks such as
self-registration, voting for the class story and starting their learning as
promptly as possible.

Walk-in Wednesdays
We invite parents to stay until 9am (AM nursery) and 1pm (PM nursery)
on Wednesdays. This is an opportunity to play alongside your child for
the first 45 minutes of the session, see the learning environment and
chat to staff. This is entirely optional, you may drop your child off as
usual if you wish.

Attendance
Regular attendance is an important factor in a child’s education.
School must be informed of any absences on the day.
Safeguarding
To ensure the safety of your children we lock the gate and doors promptly
at 8.25am / 12.25pm. This also ensures a prompt start to the children’s learning time. At the end of your child’s session you will be asked to wait in a
queue system in the nursery garden and collect your child from a member
of our team. Please complete our ‘Safeguarding your child at home-time’
form with names of all the people you give permission to collect your child. If
a different person is collecting your child and they are not on the list please
inform your child’s class teacher or the office staff. We will only allow children to be collected by adults over 16 years old named on the safeguarding form in your welcome pack.

Forest School—’Forest Fridays’

In Nursery we learn outdoors with the reception children in our very
own forest school for a full day every week. We call this session ‘Forest
Fridays’.
We spend the full session learning
collaboratively through play,
exploration and supported risk taking.
The sessions help to develop our
confidence, self-esteem and resilience
through our fun, hands on experiences
within our safe and natural
environment.
Each week we take part in a variety of
adult-led and child-initiated activities.
Some are based around seasonal
pursuits such as growing, planting and
minibeast hunting, whilst other
activities are entirely following the
children's interests; such as den-building or creating natural feasts in
the mud-kitchen!

This session will happen every
Friday no matter what the
weather. Please send your child to
nursery on a Friday wearing old,
weather appropriate clothing that
you don’t mind them getting
muddy or messy. They must also
come to Nursery wearing wellies
please. We are out there for the
entire 3 hour session so please send
your child in the appropriate
clothing. Thank you.

Our Learning Environment
In Early Years at Owston Park we are so lucky to have amazing indoor
and outdoor spaces.

Our learning environment is well
resourced and carefully
planned out to allow our
children to make progress and
develop in confidence through
independent learning.

The Importance of play in the
Early Years
When children play they are
learning at the highest level.
Providing high quality planned
experiences for children's play is
an important way for adults to
support children's learning that
is both enjoyable and challenging.
Play can extend particular areas of children's learning such as,
developing their
language skills by
promoting talk
between children and
introducing new
vocabulary that they
use within their
imaginative play.

A playful approach to learning
builds on children's interests and responds to their ideas for play and
also allows scope for structured activities to teach specific skills and
knowledge.

Every day in Early Years at Owston
Park we are so busy learning and
exploring through our play. Our
large, well-resourced indoor and
outdoor spaces provides us with
the ability to become:
Firefighters, historians, chefs, bakers, gardeners, geographers, scientists,
archaeologists, brick layers, builders, mechanics, artists, campers, athletes, musicians, story tellers, mathematicians, bus drivers, train drivers,
machine operators, police officers, superheroes – the list is completely
endless!

How to get your child ready for Nursery
Encourage your child to have a go! Develop self-help skills by
encouraging your child to take off and put on their own jumper and
coat. Support your child in doing up zips, buttons and poppers; we
understand that these can be tricky so make it fun by dressing up toys in
old clothes. Don’t wait till the first day - give them time to practice.
Support your child in getting to the toilet in time, wiping themselves,
flushing the toilet and washing their hands. Sometimes children are so
involved in play that accidents do happen. Please talk to your child
about what to do if an accident happens, reassuring them and telling
them to tell an adult. Encourage your child to blow their nose
themselves, bin the tissue and washing their hands. If reinforced at home
and school this will become the norm and your child will develop a
healthy routine.

Teach your child to communicate their needs
Talk to your child without distractions from the TV, radio or tablet. Talk
about shared experiences that you have enjoyed such as visits,
shopping trips, or things you have seen. Sing songs and rhymes together
to develop their vocabulary. Recognise and talk through your child’s
feelings and different emotions, this will help them to understand and
communicate how they are feeling with staff. It is important for children
to listen and follow instructions at nursery, these can be enhanced at
home by playing games such as snap and giving simple instructions e.g.
hang your coat up and wash your hands.

Feeling safe and secure in the new environment
Talk to your child about the routine and the staff in Nursery. Your child will
have a peg with a picture on and name on for their coat, therefore it
would be helpful for your child to begin to recognise their own name. To
reinforce this you could put a name card on the fridge or play a treasure
hunt game; finding name cards around the house.

Be healthy, active, friendly and helpful
Establish a good sleep routine for your child. Talk about the importance
of healthy eating and why it is important to brush our teeth twice a day.

At Owston Park Primary School, good behaviour is essential and is expected from all children at all times. Good behaviour provides the basis
for effective teaching and learning to take place. High standards of behaviour are expected in school at all times.

Healthy Schools
Our school strives to be a healthy school. All children are entitled to be
part of the government funded Fruit and Vegetable scheme which
means children are given a portion of fruit or vegetables each school
day. This scheme introduces children to a range of healthy foods and
helps to ensure they are able to make healthy choices in the future. Children may bring their own fruit if they wish.
Milk is available daily to children who are registered as part of the Cool
Milk Scheme. Milk is completely free to all children in nursery under five.
Library Fridays
Our Fridays the nursery children visit the school library before we go to
the Forest School.
This is an opportunity for the children visit
and spend time in a library
environment, choose a new book from a
range of high quality picture books and
take it home to share with family.
Please ensure you child returns their book
every Friday ready for the
library visit.

How do we support your child’s learning and development?
At Owston Park, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.
Your Child’s Development is split into seven areas of Learning– three
Prime areas and four Specific areas:
Prime Areas:


Personal, Social and Emotional Development



Physical Development



Communication and Language

Specific Areas:


Literacy



Mathematics



Understanding the World



Expressive Arts and Design

Key principles of the Early Years
Foundation Stage:
1. Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be
resilient, capable, confident and self-assured;
2. Children learn to be strong and independent through positive
relationships;

3. Children learn and develop well in enabling environments in which
their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong
partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; and
4. Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

Uniform
At Owston Park Primary we encourage all of our children to wear school
uniform. We feel this creates a sense of belonging. It also ensures that
their best clothes do not get spoilt with mud, glue or paint. Uniforms are
also a smart and durable option.
The school uniform is:
School jumper, cardigan or fleece
Grey skirt, pinafore or trousers
White polo shirt
Waterproof coat
Please ensure your child has their name in
all school clothes.
School jumper/cardigan/fleece/hats can
be purchased at the main office along
with school coats.
Please send a pair of wellies which can
be kept at school for everyday outdoor
learning (a different pair to the pair they
will come wearing on Wednesdays where
possible please)
Forest School (Fridays) - old, warm,
waterproof clothing and wellies.
No jewellery
The school has a no jewellery policy,
please support us and adhere to this.
Parents are asked to help school

establish this policy by not sending
children to school in earrings,
necklaces or chains etc. This is for
health and safety reasons and the
school will not take responsibility for
any jewellery in school.

And Finally…

We love to hear about what your child’s interests are at home so we can
incorporate their interests in our nursery environment so please let us
know!
We send our class bear ‘Barnaby Bear’ home with a different child every
Friday for the weekend. This is a great transition activity and really helps
connect home and school life for the children.

Please also let us know about any milestones your child may have, or
things they have achieved at home. We love to celebrate ’wow
moments’ in nursery, so all your contributions are welcomed and greatly
appreciated.

If you have any concerns or questions about anything please do not
hesitate to contact school and ask to speak to Miss Fletcher (Nursery
Teacher / Early Years Leader)

